6	THE AGE OF REASON
rtgime, which was boldly called the other day, in a leading
article of The Times, the " admirable eighteenth century."
In a previous work, England in the Eighteenth Century, to
which this is a companion volume, an endeavour was made
to deal with certain misconceptions regarding that age.  The
" Historical Revisions " which have been published by various
writers in the valuable periodical History have called attention
to certain other misconceptions regarding events and move-
ments of the past. The eighteenth century on the Continent,
however, has received little attention from the historical revisers.
That the truth about the eighteenth century has not been
fully realized can scarcely be denied.  A teacher commonly
finds, for instance, a view prevailing in schools and colleges to
the effect that the Industrial Revolution occurred much later
on the Continent than in England because frequent warfare
retarded the development of the Continental peoples.  Now,
this obviously is an impossible explanation, because all through
the eighteenth century, except on one occasion (the Polish
Succession), whenever the Continental peoples went to war
Great Britain went to war too. Nor can it be said that Great
Britain differed in being immune from devastating invasions;
for between 1713 and 1792—the essential eighteenth century—
France likewise was never invaded. Further, it could not have
been warfare that prevented a Continental Industrial Revolu-
tion, because the demands of war increase the tempo of
industrial development, and may change and dislocate—that
is, revolutionize—the whole course of industry, as, indeed, the
world has learned to its cost since the coming of the World
War in 1914. The absence, or at any rate the late arrival, of
an Industrial Revolution on the Continent is to be explained
only by the persistence of certain ideals and habits bound up
with the historical development of the Continental peasantry
and petty bourgeoisie and their ideals of craftsmanship, petite
culture^ and small family businesses.
Fundamentally the explanation of the eighteenth century,
its peculiar aspect and charm, is to be found not so much in
economics or politics as in culture. France, Germany, Austria,

